
Announcement 
 

EUROTRANSBIO Opens the 5th Transnational Call for Proposals: 
Funding of Industrial R&D Projects in Biotechnology 

 
The 5

th
 joint call for international projects of the EUROTRANSBIO ERA-NET initiative opens on 

October 1
st

 2009. The deadline for submitting the project proposals is February 1
st

 2010, 1 p.m. 
(CET). 

 
1. Topic of the 5th Call 
The strategic objective of the 5

th
 ETB call is to enhance the competitive capacity of Europe’s 

biotechnology industry by supporting the research intensive SMEs and their strategic partnerships. 
The ETB call 2010 is a generic call including all fields of biotechnology. 

 
2. Expected projects 
Funding opportunities will be offered to excellent and innovative industrial R&D&I and applied 
research projects. 
All EUROTRANSBIO projects should be designed according to the following principles: 

 All project partners contribute to, and benefit from, an equitable and balanced 
cooperation. 

 Results of collaborative projects are shared through a controlled process that protects 
and allocates any intellectual property rights used and established during cooperation. 

The project duration is not restricted, but 2 to 3 year projects are recommended. The overall budget of 
the call is about 30 million Euros. National funding programmes may limit the scope of the proposals to 
specific areas of biotechnology. 
 

3. Application Procedure 
Consortia consisting of at least two SME’s (see definition 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm) from two different 
countries participating in the ETB call can apply for ETB funding [Austria, Belgium (Flanders and 
Walloon regoins), Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands and Spain (Basque, 
Catalonia and Madrid regions]. Besides SMEs, a consortium can additionally include large companies, 
academic research groups and organisations which belong to the respective countries. Consortia can 
involve as many partners as necessary to achieve the project goals. The coordinator of the consortium 
needs to be an SME from an ETB member country/region. Parties from countries/regions which do not 
take part in the ETB call may be part of a consortium at their own cost if their contribution is necessary 
to achieve the project goals and they are additional with respect to the minimum number of 2 SMEs 
from participating ETB countries/regions. 

 
The application process is a one-step process with the ETB office as the central communication point 
for all applicants. The ETB consortium will check the compliance with the ETB and national eligibility 
criteria, which are published in the ETB 5

th
 Call Guidelines. All consortium partners must prove 

sufficient financial stability to conduct the project properly. National agencies/ministries will check the 
financial status of their countries/regions´ applicants. The project coordinator has to make sure that all 
consortium partners provide the necessary information as requested from the agencies/ministries (see 
ETB 5

th
 Call Guidelines) to ensure the eligibility of the project. The deadline for submitting the project 

proposals is 1
st
 February 2010. The applicants will be informed about the ETB-funding 

recommendations by July 2010. 
 
4. Eligibility and Evaluation 
Eligibility of proposals will be checked by the ETB consortium. Eligible proposals will be evaluated by 
an international panel of evaluators. The evaluation criteria fall into four equally important categories: 
1) Technological/Scientific Innovation, 2) Economic and Social Perspective, 3) Consortium and Project 
Management, and 4) Resources. 
 
5. Forms, Guidelines and further information 
As each country participating in the 5th ETB call has additional national requirements it is strongly 
recommended to contact their national contact persons for further information. Forms, guidelines, 
timeline and additional information can be found at www.eurotransbio.net. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm
http://www.eurotransbio.net/


 
6. EUROTRANS-BIO 
EUROTRANS-BIO is an initiative among government research and development funding bodies in 
Austria, Basque Country (Spain), Catalonia (Spain), Flanders (Belgium), Finland, France, Germany, 
Madrid region (Spain), Italy, The Netherlands and Wallonia (Belgium), aiming at coordinating national 
and regional funding programmes for the benefit of SMEs in the field of biotechnology.  
EUROTRANS-BIO’s objective is to foster economic and academic biotech players in sharing risks, 
costs and skills related to innovation in order to develop new products, technologies or supply services 
that could reach the market more efficiently.  
EUROTRANS-BIO’s goal is to establish cross-border partnerships between SMEs, improve and 
accelerate technology transfer, strengthen European efforts to achieve sustainable industrial 
development. EUROTRANSBIO launches common calls for industry-driven trans-national R&D&I 
projects to create integrated funding programme for biotech SMEs. 
 
 
7. National contact persons  
 
Austria: 
FFG: Birgit Mayer, birgit.mayer@ffg.at, +43 5 7755 1305 
BMWA: Christian Listabarth, Christian.listabarth@ffg.at; +43 5 7755 1701 
 
Basque Country (Spain): 
Innobasque: Garbiñe Larrauri,glarrauri@innobasque.com , +34 94 420 94 88 
SPRI: Iñaki Alba, i-alba@ej-gv.es , +34 945 01 82 10 
 
Finland: 
Tekes:Raimo Pakkanen, raimo.pakkanen@tekes.fi; +358 10 605 5829 
 
Flanders (Belgium): 
IWT: Katrien Swerts, ks@iwt.be, , +32 02 20 90 987 
 
France: 
Oseo: Marielle Mailhes, marielle.mailhes@oseo.fr, tel. +33 1 41 79 91 35 
 
Germany: 

FZJ: Tatiana Gründer, t.gruender@fz-juelich.de,; +49 2461 61 9030 

 
Hungary: 
NORT: Artur Wieland, artur.wieland@nkth.gov.hu, +36 1 484 2529 
 
Italy: 
IPI: Valentina Milazzo, info-etb@riditt.it, +39 06  809 72 517 
MSE: Vanda Ridolfi, vanda.ridolfi@sviluppoeconomico.gov.it, +39 06 549 27 728 
 
Madrid (Spain): 
IMADE: Paloma Lozano, paloma.lozano@imade.es, +34 91 399 75 65 
IMADE :Marisa Montes, mmontes@imade.es, +34 91 399 74 95 
 
The Netherlands: 
SenterNovem: Yulia Gerhardt, y.gerhardt@senternovem.nl, +31 70 3735 904 
SenterNovem: Niels van Leeuwen, n.van.leeuwen@senternovem.nl, +31 70 373 5290 
 
Catalonia (Spain) 
ACC1Ó-CIDEM-COPCA: Mariona Sanz, msanza@cidem.gencat.net, +34 93 4767210 
 
Wallonia (Belgium) 
DG OEER: Nicolas Delsaux, nicolas.delsaux@spw.wallonie.be, +32 473 556 174 
 
 

8. ETB Office 

ETB Office: Johanna Furuhjelm, etboffice@innomedica.fi, +358 40 525 00 76 
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